Immigration lawyers find their world has changed - Washington Business Journal:

WASHING TOXN F
B SINESSIOURNAL ;:lns{n I::; ;tle__rlgd%" Register for free extra

services.

Now

Subscribe = T »

HAVE A POSITION YOU NEED TO FILL?

powered oy onTargetjobs

I [y 2 11 [ b
| ..“ GetA | Choose Another Market
" 'y Free Trial | | Washington, D.C. - |
Yo W

HDME] ONLINE EDITION - ] PRINT EDITION - | SUBSCRIBE - | MARKETPLACE | BUSINESS RESQURCES - l EVENTS l CAREERS

Search  Keywords \Gbi Search Archive

IN DEPTH:
{ndustrie

Washingtor, D.C_ > Print Edition Business Serdces - Legal Services

Friday, June £, 2003

Immigration lawyers find their world has
changed

Wéashington Business Journa -by Greq A, Lohr Staff reporrer

Print Article Em ail Article Reprinis RSS Feeds Add to Delico us Digg This

Attorney Michacl Maggio sometimes feels more like a doctor -- one who must tell a patient
there's no hope.

It's an apt analogy. Maggio is an immigration attorney, and since terrorists attacked New
York and Washington on Sept. 11, 2001, he and other immigration specialists frequently
have been the bearers of bad news.

The country’s immigration policies and enforcement practices have been revised,
reinforced and reinterpreted.

In short, the white-hot light on national security has made it more difficult for foreigners
to come to America and more difficult for them to stay.

"Our clients are being impacted upon in heart-breaking kinds of ways," says Maggio, a
senior partner with D.C. law firm Maggio Kattar (www.maggio-kattar.com). "We very
often feel like doctors who have to tell a patient that their condition is terminal. But the
reason their condition is terminal is because of a new Supreme Court decision or because
of a decision by the INS to enforce the laws differently.”

Some of the changes have come in the aftermath of legislation that created the
Department of Homeland Security. Functions of the Immigration and Naturalization
Service (INS), once in the Justice Department, were shifted to units in Homeland Security,
including the Bureau of Citizenship and Immigration Services (www.bcis. gov) formed
early this year.

Allorneys say Lhis and more significant revisions to immigration policy have changed the
types of cases they handle, complicated and delayed processes that used to be routine
administrative matters and reduced in some instances the money they make on individual
cases.

As a resull, Lhese allorneys say, they may rethink the way they bill foreign nationals and
corporations with overseas interests. And at least one local expert predicts the altered
immigration landscape ultimately could reduce the number of attorneys who offer
immigration services.

"People who got into immigration law because they thought it was easy, I think you'll see
them disappear,” says Elissa McGovern, chairwoman of the 600-member Washington
chapter of the American Immigration Lawyers Association (www.aila.org). "And the
good attorneys, the ones who've been in the thick of it and have developed a reputation,
will remain and will probably prosper.”

legitimate questions

While Maggio is feeling like a doctor with a terminally ill patient, immigration lawyer
Sudeep Bose is feeling more like someone in community relations.
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